CALENDAR YEAR 2000 PLAN OF WORK

NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON RC&D


NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
April 14, 2010
232 E. Wapato Street

Chelan Fire Station

8:45-10:15 AM

Gail Howe called the meeting to order at 8:48 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Dave Acheson, Town of Winthrop

Chris Branch, City of Oroville

George Buckner, City of East Wenatchee

Russell Clark, City of Rock Island
Susan Driver, City of Entiat

Roni Holder-Diefenbach, Economic Alliance

Gail Howe, City of Pateros
Mary Hunt, Douglas County

John Huselton, Entiat Chamber of Commerce

Andrew Lampe, Okanogan County

Craig Larsen, Port of Chelan & Wenatchee Valley Chamber
Erin McCardle, City of Chelan

John Sackman, City of Omak

Kevin Stennes, Cascade Crest Organics
Richard Uhlhorn, LCRD

Patricia Wachtel, NCW Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Nancy Warner, Initiative for Rural Innovation and Stewardship

Allison Williams, City of Wenatchee

STAFF PRESENT
Samantha Bartling, USDA/NRCS/NCW RC&D
Denise Kincaid, NCW RC&D/EDD

Jennifer Korfiatis, NCW EDD
NCW EDD Meeting Minutes

Approval of March Minutes
· Chris Branch moved to approve the March 10, 2010 meeting minutes, Allison Williams seconded, and the motion was carried.  John Sackman, George Buckner, Andy Lampe, and Dave Acheson abstained.
Note card Purchase
· Mary Hunt moved to approve up to $400 for the purchase of NCW EDD note cards, Russell Clark seconded and the motion was carried.
CEDS Update
The CEDS drat will be given to the committee for review today. On May 7th, the draft will be posted for full council review.  Also, Jennifer Korfiatis will circulate the CEDS scoping for council input this week.
Administrator’s Report
Chamber Business Education Series:  The first webinar, “Washington State Economic Outlook” is now available online the NCW EDD website.  There were 60 attendees and 17 attendees via webinar.  On May 20, the Agricultural Outlook Webinar will be held with Wenatchee Valley Chamber and the Lake Chelan Chamber and will discuss apples, cherries, wheat, and wine grape crops and trends.  On June 2, the E-Commerce Webinar will be conducted in conjunction with GWATA and the Center for Entrepreneurship at WVC. There is some interest in hosting a health care bill webinar, but it is too early to provide specific details about its impacts on business.
Needs Assessment Project:  Jennifer Korfiatis reported that 668 responses from regional business owners have been received, which is more than the anticipated 10% response rate.  She is still pursuing input by area high school students, Hispanic chamber members, and WVC’s Adult Basic Education program.  Preliminary identified needs are:  online education, mentoring program, and online networking program.  Also, the need for confidential business counseling was identified, so the EDD might help by educating/outreaching about existing available entrepreneurial assistance.  20% of the respondents noted a plan to invent a business or product.

GWATA Luncheon:  There was record attendance at the GWAT luncheon, which the EDD sponsored.  There are many opportunities to partner though contacts within this group and Jennifer will continue to work with GWATA leaders to develop this alliance as it fits well with the EDD’s entrepreneurship efforts.  Allison Williams noted the importance of award nominations and recognition to area entrepreneurs.
Statewide EDD Network:  Washington State EDD directors met in Seattle and identified goals for the statewide organization.  These goals include:  networking amongst the state’s EDD’s, collaborating, educating, project collaboration, and to eventually compete as a united front for projects.   The EDA has encouraged the group to apply for additional funding to further develop this organization. 
EDA/DOC Meetings:  There is a new State Department of Commerce, Innovation and Policy Department that is dedicated solely to rural Washington. Jennifer met with the Director while in Seattle. Jennifer also met with EDA representatives to discuss ranked projects within NCW.
CWU Economic Outlook Conference:  The Central Washington University Economic Outlook Conference will be held October 26, 2010 in Ellensburg on the CWU campus.  The panel will discuss wind, water, and wine economic outlooks. Jennifer has agreed to provide information to EDD members regarding this event.
Biomass Update:  Chelan County Commissioner Goehner drafted a group biomass MOU.  The presented MOU was not adopted, and a committee was formed to research and develop a collaborative agreement for presentation to the full biomass group. Chelan County could utilize the EDA service centers to help with the cost of inventorying the biomass availability in the county.  Nancy Warner suggested examining the Nevada and Utah Pinyon Pine program.  Andy Lampe noted the pilot project in Hayden, Idaho with a machine turning slash piles into pulp.  Samantha Bartling shared that transportation costs have been prohibitive.  Andy Lampe shared that there are 50 million board feet sustainably available from Okanogan Forests.
Treasurer’s Report 
· George Buckner moved to approve the Treasurer’s report, Russell Clark seconded and the motion was carried.
Member Report

Lake Osoyoos Veteran’s State Memorial Park:  Chris Branch shared that the City of Oroville now owns the 47 acre Lake Osoyoos Veteran’s Memorial Park.  The city will hire 4 new part time seasonal maintenance employees.  The park’s amenities include 86 RV/camp spaces, boat launch, swimming, and fishing.
Legislative Update
Shiloh Schauer, aide for 12th District Washington State Senator Linda Evans Parlette, presented information about the new state tax package and supplemental budget.  She also spoke to the Office of the Insurance Commissioner’s response to the implementation of the federal health care reform legislation.
New Business and Public Comment
NCW Hispanic Chamber:  The NCWHCC annual scholarship banquet will be held on May 18, 2010 from 5:30-8:30pm. Patty invited EDD members to attend, and asked for help promoting the event within respective organizations. She also asked for donated items for the silent auction.
Adjourn
· Chris Branch moved to adjourn the meeting and Russell Clark seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 10:24 a.m.  
