EDD Update & Upcoming Events 

June 30, 2008 
· The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for North Central Washington is available online for review:http://www.ncwedd.com/scope.htm.  This regional document has been created with the input from a wide variety of partners and agencies and identifies key opportunities for the region, while outlining priorities and initiatives for the NCWEDD. 

· The Washington Wilderness Coalition (WWC) is seeking board members to represent North Central Washington in its efforts to protect remaining wild lands and waters around the state. WWC has an interest in the economic benefits of wild area preservation and the organization’s leadership is currently seeking interested parties to serve a one-year term with subsequent two-year commitments.  The organization holds four board meetings a year, and board members are expected to attend all four, though attending via conference call is acceptable. Interested candidates should contact Terry Fernsler at (206) 633-1992 ext. 109 or terryf@wawild.org 

· Earlier this week, Russ Fletcher, the Founder of the Montana Associated Technology Roundtables (MATR) gave a presentation to a group of regional leaders. Fletcher is a consultant and advisor to startup organizations on management, marketing, strategic direction and finance. He is also an activist for the improvement of the Montana and Inland Northwest economies. Fletcher outlined a series of case studies on business innovation, entrepreneurship and ways to diversify and enhance the economies of rural communities. This was a fascinating presentation that outlined several best practices that could be duplicated in North Central Washington. For more information, visit www.matr.net 

· Don’t miss the Economic Alliance’s annual Golf Scramble! The date is Saturday, July 26 and the event starts with a 9am shotgun start. It will be held at the Oroville Golf Club to coincide with the Centennial Celebration. For more information, or to register a team, be sure to contact Roni Holder-Diefenbach at (509) 826-5107 or rholderdiefenbach@economic-alliance.com 

· The benchmarking community indicators project being implemented in Chelan and Douglas Counties is progressing. To date, all focus groups have been concluded and data is being gathered on each specific indicator. Site design drafts are currently being developed and should be available for review by the steering committee within the next month. The official site launch is set for November 12 at 4:00pm. 

· Robert Fine, the Director of Economic Development for the Regional District of Central Okanagan, and an instrumental partner in bringing the 2010 Winter Games to Vancouver, will make a presentation outlining 2010 community opportunities to the Via 97 committee on August 1 in Chelan. Fine will spend Thursday, July 31 touring facilities in Wenatchee and Leavenworth. To learn more, contact Jennifer Korfiatis at (509) 665-0208. 

__________________________

 

B.C.-Washington Work to Improve Cross-Border Travel

KELOWNA, B.C. (June 30, 2008) – Premier Gordon Campbell and Washington Governor Chris Gregoire will co-lead a mission to Ottawa and Washington to present a new joint Border Action Plan, signed today at the third annual B.C.-Washington Joint Cabinet Meeting. The plan calls for the Canadian and U.S. federal governments to continue to work with B.C. and Washington state to streamline cross-border travel and trade to avert mounting border line-ups as the 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games approach.
“B.C. and Washington share a $9.5-billion trade relationship, close personal ties, and strong cultural connections. Working with Governor Gregoire’s administration, we have reached agreements that will help improve the traffic situation at the border,” Premier Campbell said. “Both federal governments have supported B.C. and Washington on the Enhanced Driver’s License program and Canada’s federal government has partnered with B.C. on a $285-million infrastructure improvement program. As the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games approach, it is important that all levels of government continue to partner to ensure we have a safe, secure border that is able to move people and goods efficiently.” 

            

“With the 2010 Olympics fast approaching, the time is now to tackle some of our border challenges,” said Governor Gregoire. “We need secure borders. We also need a system in place that allows traffic to cross the border safely and quickly if we want to continue to promote trade and tourism. I appreciate the partnership Washington has developed with B.C., and I’m pleased with the progress we have made together so far. But we have more work to do. We can’t put this off any longer, and we need the co-operation of both federal governments to finish what we started.”

More than 1.3 million trucks cross the U.S-B.C. border each year. The four main ports of entry between B.C. and the Puget Sound area include the third-busiest passenger vehicle and the fourth-busiest commercial crossings along the U.S-Canada border.

The agreement signed today by B.C. and Washington will see the province and state work together and engage with the federal governments for action on several key areas:

· Action on border infrastructure and operations: 

· Ensure that construction plans for the Peace Arch entry point allow that 10 booths will be available on the U.S. side in time for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games; 

· Ensure adequate staffing of the four Cascade border crossings, especially during the 2010 Olympics and upgrading of Peace Arch; 

· Action on border waits and processing – improve infrastructure and upgrade secure Remote Frequency Identification (RFID) readers to support NEXUS, FAST and Enhanced Driver’s Licences; 

· Action to increase use of NEXUS and FAST – marketing to frequent border crossers in the Lower Mainland and Puget Sound areas in partnership with the business community, tourism industry, and regional organizations; 

· Action on the Enhanced Driver’s License program – increase promotion, practical support, and consider Enhanced Driver’s Licences as a valid document for Canada-U.S. air travel; 

· Action to reduce emissions at the border – develop a joint anti-idling program and improve communication on wait times and line-up conditions for border crossings to help drivers make informed decisions about where and when to travel; 

· Action on compatibility of cross border communications – ensure first responders can communicate effectively in emergency situations on both sides of the B.C.-Washington border and work to harmonize transportation communication systems. 

Five other agreements were also signed during the B.C-Washington Joint Cabinet meeting, including:

· Work-plan on Public Safety and Transportation Radio Communications Systems; 

· Memorandum on Greening the Border 

· Memorandum on Alternative Fuel Distribution 

· Memorandum on Coastal Climate Change Adaptation 

· Memorandum on Collaboration on Tourism 

This is the third joint Cabinet meeting between B.C. and Washington. Since 2005, B.C. and Washington have signed 17 agreements, including collaboration on Climate Action and Pacific Ocean Preservation (2007), forests (2007), clean-technology market opportunities (2007) the Enhanced Drivers License (2006), emergency management (2006), public health (2006) and transportation (2006).

From the Office of the Governor of Washington State and the Office of the Premier.
__________________________

A beautiful visit to Central Washington State to talk about developing the economic strength of rural communities

June 24, 2008 - I had the pleasure of addressing the annual conference of The Association of Washington Public Hospital Districts http://awphd.org/ yesterday beside beautiful Lake Chelan, Washington to encourage health care leaders to continue to take leadership roles in the development of their local economies. If their enthusiasm is any indication, the rural communities of Washington state are in for a bright economic future. 

Thanks to Jeff Mero and all those who made this a very enjoyable visit. (Thank you Wendy for working through the technical glitches with a smile on your face. Much appreciated. And to Bill for a great tour and history of the region.) 

I then had a follow up conversation with a group of economic development leaders from Washington state via their new video conferencing system. 

After the last presentation, I had a conversation with Jay Kehne who's the NCW-RD&D Coordinator in Okanogan, WA. As he was explaining the beauty and attractiveness of his slice of heaven in Washington state, he handed me a DVD that would leave me with a permanent lasting impression of the environment of North Central Washington. Beautiful marketing! 

Here's a great way to engage those who'd like to learn more about the qualities of the environment that surrounds rural communities. 

The mission of the Initiative for Rural Innovation & Stewardship is to advance the development of sustainable rural communities and natural resource-based economies by facilitating research, education, and development projects that effect positive change within the agriculture and natural resource sectors. 

Click Here to watch "The Nature of North Central Washington" DVD http://www.ncwrcd.org/natureofncw.html  To learn more about the video and North Central Washington at jay.kehne@wa.usda.gov 

Russ russ@matr.net This article can also be viewed at http://matr.net/article-29675.html
__________________________

Press Release

OKANOGAN, Wash. (March 25, 2008) – Some 100 new jobs may soon be created along a newly designated Heavy Haul Corridor along a five mile stretch of Highway 97 from the Canadian border to the Reman and Reload facility just south of Oroville, Washington, thanks to a bill that was recently signed into law by Gov. Christine Gregoire.

Substitute Senate Bill 6857, "State Route Number 97," provides a “heavy haul designation” for the highway, which will allow trucks bringing wood products across the border to be fully loaded, according to North Central Washington Resource Conservation and Development Vice President, Chris Branch.

“Without the designation, only partially loaded trucks were allowed to cross the border,” Branch said. “Now, fully loaded trucks can be reloaded onto rail freight cars at the Reman and Reload station and continue by rail to a variety of businesses in Eastern and Western Washington,” he said.  

 
Branch, who helped facilitate the successful legislation, said the bill requires no additional funding, but will create an estimated 100 new jobs in North Central Washington as additional shifts are hired to load, process, and handle the increased shipments.  

“The Heavy Haul Corridor is not expected to create additional truck traffic, either,” he said. “The difference is that the trucks already crossing the border can now do so with full loads.”

The Bill, introduced by Senator Bob Morton, 7th district Okanogan, came through both the Senate and House with unanimous approval.  This Bill was supported and worked on throughout the current session by a host of legislators, including Senator Dan Swecker of Olympia, Senator Linda Evans-Parlette of Wenatchee, and Senator Mary Margaret Haugen, Chair, Senate Transportation Committee.  

The effort to establish the Heavy Haul Corridor was initiated with the VIA 97 International Alliance Organization.  VIA 97 focuses on the promotion of trade, transportation and tourism along the HWY 97 Corridor from Enderby, B.C. to Wenatchee, Wash. 

"This is the type of cross-border cooperation that supports local business in both countries, is good for the economy, and just plain makes sense," said VIA 97 Chair, and Mayor of Osoyoos, John Slater,   

"This seemingly simple Bill will have far reaching positive economic effects," said Ken Stanton, Douglas County Commissioner and Chair of the North Central Washington Economic Development District.  "The NCWEDD was proud to offer our full support of this Bill and want to personally thank Chris Branch and the VIA 97 organization in having the dedication to see this through."  

More information about the NCWRC&D, NCWEDD or the VIA 97 organization can be found at www.ncwrcd.org, www.ncwedd.com and www.via97.org.

