Washington Jumps To 
3rd Best State To Do Business
OLYMPIA (July 31, 2008) – In a national study released today Forbes ranked Washington as the third “best state for business.” Washington moved up from its fifth place ranking in Forbes’ 50-state survey last year, and up from 12th place in 2006. 

Forbes noted Washington state is one of only three states to finish in the top 10 in four of the six categories, ranking second in labor and business growth prospects, and achieving high rankings in the environment and economic climate categories. Areas where Washington particularly excelled – growth prospects and labor – suggest Washington has the skilled work force which keeps the state competitive in an international market place.

“I congratulate our businesses and state agencies for this honorable recognition,” said Gov. Chris Gregoire. “Our third place ranking in the Forbes survey confirms that Washington is where you want to do business. By highlighting our future capacity, Forbes has told the world Washington is open for business. Not just now, but far into the future.”

The Forbes rankings mirror the March announcement from the Pew Center “Grading the States 2008” 50-state report card published by Pew in partnership with Governing Magazine, suggesting a well run state government is central to economic success. Washington earned a prestigious A- ranking for its performance in managing public resources. Washington tied Utah and Virginia for first place. The three were the only states to earn A- grades. 

"It's always good be recognized as a great place to do business,” said Bruce Kendall, CEO of the Economic Development Board of Tacoma-Pierce County. “This is just the kind of independent recognition we need for recruiting businesses to Pierce County and the rest of the state."

Office of Governor Chris Gregoire
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - July 31, 2008
Contact:  Governor's Communications Office, 360-902-4136

Related Link:  Forbes Best States to do Business 
________________________

 

Going Down the Road, Interactive Map 
WA State (Jul 15, 2008) - In mid-June, the New York Times correspondent William Yardley and a photographer, Stuart Isett, traveled along the North Cascades Highway in Washington from Sedro Woolley to Twisp. Along the way, they discovered how the highway, which did not go over the mountains until 1972, brought change to the east side but left towns on the west side much the same as in decades past.

Related Link:  Going Down the Road Map
By William Yardley/The New York Times and photography by Stuart Isett/NYT.

__________________________

 

Places Captured in Time, but Not Frozen There 

WINTHROP, Wash. (July 15, 2008) — They were still wearing Stetsons and spurs, not the tight cycling shorts you see these days, when a writer dispatched by the federal government during the Great Depression reached the end of the road here in the North Cascades. 

Winthrop — population 365, altitude 1,765 feet, the town at the “end of hard surfacing” — was soon committed to paper, as were thousands of other rural outposts and urban areas across the country in the 1930s and ’40s. 

Writers, photographers and editors, some as famous as Saul Bellow, Zora Neale Hurston and Eudora Welty and others long forgotten, earned as little as $20 a week to produce a series of travel guides about America. 

“On weekdays and special occasions, these trading centers take on the appearance of pioneer towns, with hitching rails, haphazard sidewalks and crude plumbing,” the Washington State guide said of Winthrop and other towns in the Methow Valley. It went on to describe “riders on horseback, buckboards and buggies, and men with tanned faces and alert eyes in chaps and spurs, or blue jeans and Stetsons.” 

Seven decades later, Winthrop is just a quick trip across the North Cascades Highway — an escape for Seattleites seeking the dry light, a reprieve from the gray and wet they know best. Car-roof racks carry mountain bikes, kayaks or cross-country skis, depending on the time of year. Twenty-somethings slouch in for espresso. Middle-aged couples browse bookstores.

“The sun shines over here,” said Dave Sandoz, the building official for Winthrop and its neighbor Twisp. “That’s the big thing. That makes people happy.”

Retracing some of the routes of the American Guide Series, with the old books as companions, reveals how much the nation has been reshaped, from the decline of bustling manufacturing towns in New England to the rise of California into a global center. The guides were conceived as part of a jobs program, born of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Works Progress Administration. But they became something more: literary windows into an era and its aspirations.

The push here, for example, was for more commerce, more logging, more farming — progress as many saw it then. Now, it’s all about enjoying the scenery. 

These days the Depression-era guides are experiencing a resurgence of interest. At the Library of Congress, thousands of photos, manuscripts and audio recordings dealing with the Federal Writers’ Project and the New Deal have just come online. Here preservationists have revisited many of the places in the Washington State guide — a 687-page volume, first published in 1941 — and created an interactive modern-day travel companion. 

“I don’t know if Kerouac was reading these things before he got started,” said Chris Moore, field director of the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation, which produced revisitingwashington. org. “But that’s the equivalent.”

Ask residents today what has most transformed the Methow Valley and the answer comes quickly: “the road.” The North Cascades Highway, also known as State Road 20, opens when the snow melts each spring, instantly connecting what the mountains divide: ancient forest and high desert, big city and small town, legacies of logging and ranching, a route for tourists and the untoured. 

“It’s the organic, hipper valley now, granola dispensers here and there,” said Ryan Peppler, 28, who sells and repairs dirt bikes and all-terrain vehicles at Methow Power Sports in Twisp, just south of Winthrop. “They should have a Subaru dealership over here.”

The highway that leads to Winthrop was completed in 1972. The road was debated for nearly a century before it was finally built. Get the cows to market more quickly, mine deeper into the rock: those were the goals for folks in the Methow Valley in the 1890s. Later, the construction of dams on the Skagit River, the primary source of power for the city of Seattle, led to improvements in the road on the west side of the mountains, too.

Back when the guides were being written, touring the engineering marvel of the dams on the other side of the mountains and the rugged beauty of the Cascades was one of Seattle’s great escapes, especially the quarter-mile drive over the 389-foot Diablo Dam, where “plans are in progress to add Japanese flowering cherries, pink dogwood, lilacs, clematis, wisteria, rhododendrons and azaleas to the landscaping on the cliffs,” the guide says. 

Tours are still offered, though the message now is to preserve wilderness, not decorate it. To get to the dams back in 1941, you would have gone through the town of Concrete, one of the last major stops before the pavement ended. A cloudy counterpoint to Winthrop on the east side, Concrete earned its name.

“The three stacks of the plant rise against billowing clouds of cement dust and smoke,” the old guidebook says, “and in the dry season the powder-gray dust covers houses, trees and shrubbery for miles around.”

In the 1960s, before the highway was completed, the concrete plants shut down, but the giant silos still dominate the landscape. Concrete had a bit more than 800 people when the guidebook was published. The number has declined slightly, with no new industry to help it grow. Clear days, when Sauk Mountain reveals its snowy summit, are few. The steady gray, including about 70 inches of annual precipitation, has not made it a second-home hot spot.

While Winthrop apes Western roughness, Concrete cannot escape it. Some of the old silos now stand at the center of Silo Park, where kids skateboard amid the ruins.

“I hate that thing — it’s so ugly,” said Scott Forrester, 17, taking flight from a ramp after classes on the last day of school. 

Scott, who works at a Jiffy Lube in a distant suburb of Seattle, was among many people who talked about the challenges of living in a town still trying to find its way in a new economy, a place where methamphetamines are a scourge, where the school population is shrinking. 

Still, Concrete had its Hollywood moment. The words “Welcome to Concrete” were painted on the most prominent silos in town as a backdrop for the movie “This Boy’s Life,” based on a memoir by the writer Tobias Wolff, who spent part of his youth here. 

Winthrop, too, once a mining hub, is something of a stage set. Its declining main street was re-themed with Old West storefronts and wooden sidewalks in hopes of a boom after the highway’s completion. Locals suggest the change was more of a restoration.

Fewer than 400 people live in the city limits, but faux ranches are rising quickly on the scrubby slopes and in narrow valleys. Town officials say the only thing slowing growth this year is not the weak national real estate market but the limited amount of land for new development. 

The main barrier to the new Winthrop is still a natural one, winter. Snow closes the highway’s mountainous midsection from November to May. And although other roads lead here, their routes are longer. That means the transformation of the Methow Valley from Old West to New West slows during the cold months, then sprints ahead each spring. 

Back across the North Cascades, Concrete watches the cars go by.  “A lot of people just drive on through,” said Jamie Turner, 40, talking with friends outside Hub, a bar on Main Street. “And they don’t bat an eye.”

By WILLIAM YARDLEY, New York Times writer

Related link:  Places Caputured Article Online
__________________________

 

Tribes Begin Work on New Omak Casino

OMAK (July 8, 2008) — Clutching brand new shovels and wearing bright white hard hats, leaders of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation on Monday dug into the earth on a site just off Highway 97, where next summer a new $24 million Omak Casino will open for business.


At a time when its government departments have suffered major cutbacks due to declining revenues, the tribes' casinos continue to be the bright spot in the picture, tribal officials say.


The new casino will employ 250 people with a $4 million-a-year payroll, tribal officials estimate. It will generate about $20 million in revenue for Colville Tribal Enterprise Corp., which gives 80 percent of its gaming profits to provide tribal services.
The new casino won't replace the nearby Okanogan Bingo Casino, which now employs 100 people and will become a bingo hall with a few gaming machines once the Omak Casino opens.


"Really, our savior has been the casino, for this corporation," John MacClain, chairman of CTEC, said in opening remarks. CTEC is owned and operated by the Colville tribes, and manages several businesses, including three casinos, lumber and plywood mills, a construction company and several tourist-related facilities.


Last year, casinos brought in one-third of CTEC's revenues, said CTEC spokeswoman Michelle Campobasso.

MacClain said the 58,000-square-foot casino — which will offer 400 to 500 gaming machines, game tables, a poker room, a players club, two restaurants and a lounge — is only the first phase of the Omak development. A hotel and conference center will follow.  And other new casinos are in the works, he said, noting the tribes have a compact with Washington state that allows six casinos. "There's bigger and better to come," he said.


Tribal chairman Mike Marchand, who is also on CTEC's board of directors, said it took decades to plan this casino, including the tribes' efforts to retain its sovereignty and work out gambling compacts with Washington state. "This is the first time we ever sat down with a bare piece of ground and a blank piece of paper and said, 'What do we want to build?' " he said.

Marchand said the casinos have been the tribes' most profitable venture.
Studies show the casinos can make twice as much money with nicer facilities.
Campobasso said all three of the tribes' casinos have remodeled their facilities, with profitable results.

"All three casinos seem to be doing much better with the remodeling jobs," she said. "There's a lot of positive changes happening in the gaming industry, and the revenue and profits show that," she said.

For Colville members, the casinos not only offer jobs that provide $9.6 million in payroll, they also support more than 1,000 vendors and make huge contributions to local communities. Leaders said some tribal members worry because the property had flooded in past years. It's located on the southern edge of Omak between Highway 97 and the Okanogan River. But before construction begins, the ground will be raised to prevent flooding, they said.

Before 17 shovels broke the ground, Tribal elder Andy Joseph Sr. offered a prayer for the land with a special blessing for those who are having a tough time surviving, like single mothers. He chanted "for the sake of our creator, our maker, the animals, the salmon, everything we have on this good earth of ours."

"This is going to be the location of our casino, and a number of us elders were on the board when they were getting ready to plan it," Joseph said. He later concluded, "We need it for jobs. We need it for employment. We need it for the sake of the people in our community."

By K.C. Mehaffey, Wenatchee World staff writer: 997-2512, mehaffey@wenworld.com

__________________________

 

Let's Connect to the Cascades
Wenatchee, WA (Jul 4, 2008) - In recent months, I've had the opportunity to interview a number of community leaders about the things they value most about living in North Central Washington. Virtually every person has highlighted two common themes - pride in the natural beauty of the North Cascades and a tremendous sense of community.

So when the folks at the Wilderness Society came to me looking for support for their North Cascades Initiative recently, I was curious to see what they had in mind. Having seen lots of organizations paint doom-and-gloom scenarios, I've become a believer in the power of more constructive approaches.

To my delight, their focus is on connecting people and communities to the beauty of the North Cascades. That was a vision I could enthusiastically support. We're one of a number of partners throughout the state who have signed on to support the Wilderness Society's North Cascades Initiative. Others include the North Cascades National Park, Recreational Equipment Inc., the North Central Washington Economic

Development District, the Cascade Loop Association, the Snohomish YMCA and Seattle radio station KMTT.

What the organization is trying to do fits perfectly with our mission of working for a vibrant regional economy, building a strong sense of community and helping connect folks with the amazing natural beauty of the region.

Jennifer Stephens, the communicators director for the Wilderness Society, described the North Cascades this way: "It's such a big, wild ecosystem that is still very pristine and has world-class recreation. The natural beauty is so close to so many people."

The North Cascades Initiative is focused on raising awareness and inspiring action. Familiarity breeds complacency and too many of us in turn take the great outdoors for granted. We forget that the North Cascades is a big reason people move here, start businesses and stay.

The environment we live in is also a great economic driver, for that reason. Our civic leaders are beginning to connect those dots, thankfully. We are a recreational mecca and it's encouraging to see communities and civic officials starting to play to that strength.

If the Wilderness Society and other organizations can build greater awareness and help encourage people to share that experience with their sons and daughters, we have a better chance of leaving future generations a resource-rich legacy.

One of the challenges in today's society is getting youngsters out from in front of the computer or television and into nature. It's the notion inspired in part by the No Child Left Inside Coalition. That point was illustrated beautifully for me recently when I visited a youth camp (outside of North Central Washington) and they were teaching counselors how to ride bikes and fish. A number had never had any exposure. That

was a shocker.

To get folks outside, the Wilderness Society has built a Web site with lots of resources to help people enjoy the North Cascades. There are opportunities for stewardship and other volunteer activities as well as basic information about great places to experience. It can be found at experiencewilderness.org. 

All of us who live here have an obligation to make sure that we leave to future generations the best of what we have found here.

Now all we need to do is get out there and experience what nature has to offer. So take advantage of the great weather, pack up the car and head to a park, trailhead or scenic vista and experience what makes this place unique.

Rufus Woods is editor and publisher of The Wenatchee World. Reach him at

665-1162 or rwoods@wenworld.com.

