CALENDAR YEAR 2000 PLAN OF WORK

NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON RC&D


NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
January 12, 2011
232 E. Wapato Street

Chelan Fire Station

8:45-10:15 AM

Gail Howe called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT

Chris Branch, City of Oroville

Gail Howe, City of Pateros

Kyle Desautel, Colville Confederated Tribes

Jim Reinbold, City of Chelan

Allison Williams, City of Wenatchee
Steve Jenkins, Douglas County
Chuck Johnson, City of East Wenatchee

Jim Detro, Okanogan County

Bill Haven, City of Entiat

Ricard Tupling, Colville Tribal Energy

Jim Huffman, Port of Douglas County

STAFF and GUESTS PRESENT

Jennifer Korfiatis, NCW EDD

Samantha Bartling, USDA/NRCS/NCW RC&D
Dayla Culp, NCW RC&D/EDD
Guy Evans, Sunshine Farm 
NCW EDD Meeting Minutes

Approval of  Minutes
· Allison Williams moved to approve the November10, 2010 meeting minutes, December annual meeting minutes, December10, 2010 retreat notes and Project Committee meeting notes for the dates of November 19, 2010 and January 4, 2011, Jim Reinbold seconded, and the motion was carried.
Administrator’s Report
New Officers: Officers for 2011 were announced and they are as follows: 
· Chair: Gail Howe

· Vice Chair: Dave Acheson

· Secretary: Allison Williams

· Treasurer: Russell Clark

DNR/Biomass Update: Jennifer explained that the committee met last week to review the draft collaborative document. The next meeting is scheduled for 2/3, and one goal of this meeting is to sign the collaborative document. The EDD is listed as a signing agency, and Jennifer will route to the membership for review prior to the meeting on 2/3. In addition, a broad update on the DNR supply study will be provided during this meeting.

EVI Report: Douglas County adopted an ordinance regarding infrastructure and design of electric vehicle charging stations.  The Port of Chelan County just announced that there are now six private businesses installing charging stations over highway 2 in Chelan County and are hoping to be ready as early as March 2011.  During meetings, a need for coordinated signage was identified for businesses with EV charging stations. This should happen soon as private businesses have started plans to install the stations. The EDD has been asked to facilitate a regional art contest to develop signage for business use, so that charging stations are easily identified. Jennifer indicated that with a focus on regional and college art students, this project could make for a nice piece to an entrepreneurs portfolio. During initial discussion, it has been suggested that the winner receive a cash prize along with the recognition, though this has not been finalized. 
Chris Branch moved that EDD facilitate a Regional Art Contest for the EVI, Chuck Johnson seconded and the motion was carried. 

NCW Hispanic Chamber of Commerce: At the January Board meeting, the membership discussed an opportunity to provide a series of Town Hall meetings on Immigration, with representatives from the Yakima Immigration Office. The focus by the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is on citizenship, but there may be an opportunity for the EDD to partner and include a component on impacts on businesses.  There will be a meeting next week to discuss the option in greater detail.  
Grantstation Subscription: The EDD has purchased a subscription to Grantstation.  If there are any members interested in searching for funding, this opportunity is free.  Grantstation lists available grants and can be sorted by deadline or topic.  There are also opportunities for online education regarding grant applications and fund sourcing on this site.  
Annual CEDS Process: The annual CEDS process is getting ready to begin.  The process starts in February, draft available by the May membership meeting, a review and comment period through the end of May, finalized and adopted in June and then is submitted to the State Association and EDA.  Those interested in serving on this committee are encouraged to e-mail Jennifer.  

Board/Membership Retreat: Thank you to all who attended the December 10, 2010 Board/Membership retreat.  The notes from this meeting were circulated and the overall direction remains consistent with four primary objectives defined.  Action items have been identified and the information will be used to complete the annual plan which begins July 1, 2011.  
Committee Sign-ups: A sheet of current committees was passed around and anyone interested in participating in one of the committees was asked to sign up.  The changes in the committees were to remove the Operations committee and add an Entrepreneurship committee.  If you are interested in any of the EDD committees, please contact Jennifer. 

Conflict of Interest: The conflict of interest policy was circulated with the meeting documents and a signing sheet was passed around.  

Annual Meeting Schedule: The idea of changing the Annual meeting to better align with the funding cycle was discussed during the Board/Membership retreat.  It was determined that more discussion would need to occur before changing of the Annual meeting schedule. 

Social Media Update: EDD now has a Facebook page and can be found under the name of: NCW Economic Development District.  The intended use for the Facebook page is to post announcements and interesting information between meetings and newsletters. There is a link on the EDD website.
Entrepreneurship/innovation project: The EDD is still anticipating funding for this project.  Currently there are six projects that have been approved by the Seattle office waiting for the finalization of the Federal Budget.  More information should be known by March 2011.  In the meantime, work with the Wenatchee Valley College is continuing and a leadership speaker series is in the works.  These events will serve as an education component as well as the possibility of networking and mentoring opportunities.  
Membership 
· Chuck Johnson moved to approve membership in the Leavenworth Chamber of Commerce, $100, and the Washington Economic Development Association (WEDA), $350, Chris Branch seconded and the motion was carried. 
Webinar Hosting
An event in which Dr. Raha, Washington State Economist is speaking, is scheduled for April 21, 2011 at 7:30 am.  A previous event/webinar in which Dr. Raha was a speaker was a success with 50 people attending in person and another 20 joining via webinar.  The EDD has been asked to participate as a co-presenter, hosting and facilitating the webinar at a cost of $175.  
· Chris Branch moved to approve hosting of the Dr. Raha event, Jim Reinbold seconded and the motion was carried. 
Treasurer’s Report 
Due to extreme weather conditions, representation from the finance committee was not available.   

· Chris Branch moved to table the approval of the Treasurer’s report until the February 9, 2011 meeting, Chuck Johnson seconded and the motion was carried. 
Member Presentation

Guy Evans gave a presentation on his and his families businesses, Tunnel Hill Winery and The Sunshine Farm.  He provided the history, successes and challenges and vision for the future of the businesses.  
New Business and Public Comment
Arnie Marchand has requested that Oroville Crush become an associate member of the EDD.  
Adjourn
· The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m.
